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Schima Israel 


Out of trenches freshly dug, 
Grave-like, narrow, cold and dark, 
“Charge, my boys,” rang out command, 
Like a unit up they shot, 

Gnipping steely bayonets, 

Rushing forward, meeting death ; 
Man to man in combat fierce, 

Face to face, each met his foe, 
Thrusting, disemboweling, 

Seeing naught but the enemy, 
Feeling aught but duty stern, 
‘“Schma Israel,” Austrian gasped, 
When the Russian pierced his breast, 
Dropped the mass in lifeless heap, 
Gush of blood when thrust removed. 
Shuddered Russian at the words: 
Osage pow, then went mad. 


SHED TEARS FOR THE DEAD, 
GIVE BREAD FOR THE LIVING. 


AND IT CAME TO PASS WHEN THE CZAR DE- 
STROYED THE CITIES OF JUDAH AND THE CHIL- 
DREN OF ISRAEL WERE DRIVEN OUT TO GO 
INTO EXILE : 


‘‘Would that my head were a waterfall, 
and mine eyes a fountain of tears, and 
I would weep day and night on the slain 


of the sons of my people.’’ 
(Jeremiah, 8, 23) 


A, 


A voice oi distress of the daughters of my 
people is heard from afar, the moaning of the 
children of Israel, from beyond the sea, bitter 
weeping and complaint; we have been robbed, 
alas! We have been robbed! 


2. 


The wailing of the unfortunate, the wind has 
brought over from the bloody land, from the 
land that consumes her inhabitants, the empire 
of the wicked Russia. From there the voice of 
distress ascends to heaven: “O, earth, do not 
cover our blood, innocent blood and perfectly 
free from sin and guilt.” <A feeble sound is 
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heard from the people of the God of Abraham, 
they are crying from oppression, distress and 
despair. The anguished cry of our brethren 
has touched our hearts, and embittered our lives 
here in the land of freedom because of the wick- 
edness of Nicholas, the atrocities of the Czar, 
who is thirsting for the blood of the unfortu- 
nate Hebrews; who sucks and drinks the blood 
of the slain! 


3. 


At the crime and wickedness of his chieftains 
and his evil servants, who are constantly long- 
ing to shed innocent blood, who are roaring 
like hungry lions to tear the prey, without 
stop, every human heart melts like water, and 
the hair stands on end. The murder by the 
Russian mire, and the robberies that are com- 
mitted in the bloody land by the scourge of the 
Cossacks, the wrath of the Poles, our brethren 
are crushed and annihilated. How terrible is 
the misfortune of our brethren! 


4, 


At the command of the Czar, the oppressor 
of the Jews, the ferocious Russians are eagerly 
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conspiring like hungry wolves against Jewish 
cities and Hebrew centers to loot and to carry 
away. Outside, the avenging sword makes — 
mothers childless, and within, the dread of 
death reigns. For it is the intention and de-. 
sire of the oppressor to slay and to annihilate 
and destroy the Jew; therefore they carry out 
the command of their cruel master willingly. 
They fight, dispute, destroy and abuse, break 
down and devastate, tear down, burn without 
pity, without mercy; little child, suckling, 
woman and man, all are doomed to be despoiled 
and crushed. The mighty ones and the mob 
have broken loose with highhandedness and 
have trodden down the children of Israel and 
Jacob. And the robbers have destroyed the 
dwellings of Jacob to their foundation. 


5. 


And why does the Guardian of Israel stand 
at a distance? Why dost Thou shut Thine ear 
to the anguished cry of the distressed poor? 
Thou dost not hear the cry of Thine oppressed 
children. Woe unto me! The heavens are 
decked with darkness, the stars withdraw their 
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light, the sun is obscured as though it were 
night, the moon is over shadowed, the curtains 
of heaven are trembling and the pillars of the 
universe are shaking. All the heavenly hosts are 
ashamed and the merciful angels are bitterly 
crying at the misfortune of the Holy People. 


6. 


Thou, bountiful God, merciful and kind, look 
down from on high and behold how a kingdom 
of priests has been doomed to become a com- 
pany of wanderers! Do not Thy chosen chil- 
dren lift up their cry to heaven in time of dis- 
tress, like any other of Thy created people? 
How fearful and awful are our devastations, 
and our destructions, and the destruction of 
our brethren and sisters! 


t 


The fruit of their love, the consolation of 
their souls, children raised with so much love 
and care, are sent to the service of the army to 
be sacrificed to the Motocu or War, to be slain 
on the mountains, among the Carpathians, and 
to be annihilated on the field of slaughter and 
war, the place of Hades, the valley of Hinom. 
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8. 


There their pure blood is spilt. There they 
sacrifice their strength and their flesh on the 
altar of a land which consumes her inhabitants. 
And at the risk of their lives, do they fight 
against fiery bullets and behold death face to 
face on the battlefield, to the last breath. Alas! 
Nicholas has determined to break my youth, 
there he brings them up to the trenchant knife, 
there they fall, slain, as the ears fall under the 
sickle of the harvester. 


) 


9. 


Sucklings with precious features, young men, 
are stabbed to death amongst the mountains 
and the forests and the valleys, in villages, by 
hundreds and thousands; like sheep and cattle 
they are slain and they are gathered in; some 
lie in trenches with wounds and bruises, agon- 
izing between life and death, and their inno- 
cent blood flowing in the woods, on the moun- 
tain and valley, between the cracks of the cliffs ; 
there their blood flows like water in pits and 
in the trenches, without grave and shroud. And 
those who are still alive, who are sick, without 
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medicine, without medical aid, who are wound- 
ed with none to bandage their disabled limbs, 
and those who live without food and drink 
while the sound ones are steadfastly fighting 
like heroes and courageously staking their lives 
for their cruel ruler, the grandson of the 
Romanoffs of the descendant of “Ivan the Ter- 
rible”! 
10. 


Even at this time, the wrath of the ruler 
has not abated, his mighty arm is not still, 
stretched to persecute with wrath and dismay, 
he orders to drive out the Jews from their set- 
tlements, from the land of their acquaintances 
so as to wipe them off from beneath God’s 
heaven, and on account of their religion and 
their faith, he drives them out from their homes 
and from their possessions, to go wandering to 
the four corners of the heavens, after having de- 
livered all their properties to cruel strangers, 
everything, their houses, their stores; and thus, 
were they expelled and driven out, without food 
and provision, left naked as on the day of 
their birth, without a shelter and without pro- 
tection. Woe unto me! This is a critical time 
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for Jacob. Darkness, sadness and sighing 
reign now in every home, in every city and in 
every family in Russia, “the valley of tears.” 
And moreover, they accuse them that they are 
the enemies of Russia, and are siding with the 
Germans. The Peasants say that the Jews are 
spies, that it was they who devastated the 
land of Russia, so as to slander them and make 
them suspected by the people who, on their 
journey into exile, were forced to beg of them 
aid, food and drink. 


J Ip 


Travelers are amazed to behold thousands of 
Israelites, all walking and weeping continu- 
ally. They have been separated, the husband 
from his wife, a man from his friend, parents 
from their children; children do not know 
where their parents are, for they have been sud- 
denly driven out, driven out to go and migrate 
into exile on roads and paths, in forests and 
villages, caravans and societies and communi- 
ties from Russia, Lithuania, Poland and 
Galicia. 


12. 


Parents strayed in the pathless chaos, with- 
out knowing their destination and their stop- 
ping places, without rest and recreation, ever 
stumbling on the road of their banishment. 
With their bundles on their shoulders, the rich, 
the poor, noblemen and beggars, the powerful, 
the weak, walked bare-footed, naked and weary, 
all went to sink into the depths of exile! 


13. 


Lonely ones leaned on their staves, moved on 
towards an inhabited city, to prowl about the 
houses, to beg for food at the doors of the 
noblemen. Armies, whole armies of emigrants 
walk and fall to the ground from weakness on 
the road of their exile, and those who are 2n- 
tirely exhausted find their graves, while a 
breath of life still animates them. 


14. 


Alas! ten thousands of Jews are erring with- 
out protection and without shelter, because of 
the great evil and distress. They have escaped 
from the sword and from the dread of an 
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avenging enemy. They. are bruised and op- 
pressed by the claws of the ferocious beasts, by 
the wicked Russians. 


15. 


And Thou, O Lord, how long wilt Thou en- 
dure the presence of the wicked? Noble and 
tender women, who never touched the ground 
with their feet, are walking on foot now and 
are carrying their little children and their suck- 
lings in their feeble arms, hungry and thirsty 
themselves and their children fainting in their 
arms. 


16. 


Whither are they going? And what place 
shall be their destination? In what direction 
shall they go? They know not but are ever 
proceeding with streams of tears as by the 
rivers of Babylon, or as in the time of the Span- 
ish exile. Their cities have fallen a prey to the 
flames, their houses are devastated, desolated 
by their owners, and their treasures, wealth 
and properties robbed by highwaymen; the 
servants of the Czar have confiscated every- 
thing and cursed the ruin of Israel. 
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17. 


Every joy and gladness has vanished from 
the habitations of our brethren. It has van- 
ished. And previous to their expulsion, the 
Russians burnt all the holdings which the suf- 
fering Jews had acquired during a lifetime, all 
their wealth became a prey to the flames and 
smoke, in the presence of their owners, and 
nothing thereof was left, not even a thread of 
a shoestring in fulfillment of the divine curse: 
“Thine ox shall be slaughtered before thine 
eyes, and thou shalt look on helplessly.” For 
thus the Czar commanded them: to fall on the 
Hebrews, like the beasts of the forest, to de- 
vour. Infants were crushed to death, pregnant 
women disemboweled, the aged they hung in 
midday, tender maidens have they violated and 
they broke forth in wailing when they fell a 
prey to the cruel Russians; a prey to the bestial 
Cossacks, a prey to shame and disgrace. 


18. 


Such atrocities were committed in the pres- 
ence of their parents who saw them and faint- 
ed, when they saw the fruit of their love, their 
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beloved ones, who were reared on silk and in 
luxury, embracing the dust beneath the feet of 
these wild swine! And Thou, merciful God, 
why art Thou silent, why art Thou hesitating? 
Wouldst Thou hide Thine eyes at a time of dis- 
tress? The works of Thine hands, the children 
of thy chosen ones are sunk in a whirl-pool. 
Are these the children of a beloved people? If 
it were Thy will, O God, to kill us and to ex- 
terminate the remnant of Israel, why has not 
the earth opened her mouth to swallow the peo- 
ple of the God of Abraham? Hast Thou there- 
fore chosen us from among all nations to slay 
us by the sword and axe? Death would be pre- 
ferable to a dreary life, pray, slay us thy- 
self, that we may not fall into the hands of the 
cruel Russians! Let us not fall into the hands 
of brutalized men! 
19. 

Is Israel a serf,or a being bought with money ? 
Why has he become as a reproach? Were there 
ever heard similiar things since the creation 
of heaven and earth? That the servants of the 
Czar should have ordered a son to dig a grave 
for his father, to put him in the grave and to 
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cover it with earth; in order to send him down 


to the grave almost alive. If the son should 
refuse to perform that sad duty, they slay the 
son before the eyes of the father and then they 
kill the father. 


20. 

The acts of Nicholas and of his satellites have 
been most fearful. Among countless other 
things they caught an aged Rabbi, and a very 
pious one at that, and hanged him by his feet 
on a tree, in broad sunshine, and in the pres- 
ence of the citizens and in the presence of all 
his family, his wife and children, hanged him 
on the gallows between heaven and earth, and 
as the just man expired, before the thread of 
life was untwined, before his pure soul de- 
parted, before he closed his eyes and struggled 
with the agonies of death, at the moments be- 
tween life and death, at that time the Russian 
chieftains stood around the sad scene and joked 
and sang merry songs and this, in the very 
proximity of the gallows. 


21. 
And Thou, my God, my God, why art Thou 
silent, and art hesitating in the presence of such 
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cruelties? Why dost Thou not put hooks in the 
jaws of the ferocious oppressor? Why dost 
Thou not command the destroying angel “sror,” 
at a time when thy children are driven out like 
sheep, men and women and little children are 
trodden under foot, these as well as the others 
are for slaughter? 


22 


Thousands of children of Israel have they 
pressed into the army, and parents are sighing 
at their banishment. How fearful is the rule 
of Nicholas and how bitter is the lot of Thy 
people! To leave on one day suddenly, driven 
out, chased all together, women, children and 
aged, voung men and young maidens, the com- 
mon people as well as the priest, the servant 
as well as the master, the maid servant as well 
as her mistress, leaving behind them their 
places, their dwellings, their wealth and their 
properties, all had to leave, the healthy as well 
as the weak, even the bridegroom had to leave 
his room and the bride come forth from the 
nuptial Baldachin! All of them expelled, ban- 
ished. And the indignant Jews were forced to 
leave, in their haste, their wealth and their 
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treasures to strangers, their properties to be 
| plundered or to be given up to the flames and 
| to the smoke. 


23. 


Even the sick were not spared; they were 
| dragged from their beds while in the hospitals, 
_ and thrown from their couches when agonizing 
| with dire disease. O Heaven! even the weak- 
_ minded have they driven from their sheltering 
homes and from their dwellings, and exiled 
them with the rest of their brethren, who were 
sound, to wander like outcasts. They had no 
pity. 
24, 


They even did not allow them to bury those 
dead who had been slain or stabbed on the 
exciting day of banishment and expulsion, 
_ those who died from starvation remained un- 
buried on every street corner or died in their 
hiding places, in pits and in dugouts. Would 
one ask kindness of devouring wolves, or mercy 
| of a preying bear, pity of leopards or goodness 
| of tigers, which roar for prey, or equity of a 
wild boar? For from the root of the serpent 
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grows forth a poisonous reptile, a burning mon- 
ster, and from the root of Alexander the third, 
came forth Nicholas the second, the enemy of 
the Jews. It is he, who has given the com- 
mand to cut off the little children and the 
suckling on the street and the young men on 
the avenues, and to commit on the Jews mur- 
der and all kinds of crimes. 


25. 

After the expulsion, the corpses of nany men 
and many decomposed bodies remained on the 
surface of the wicked land. Russia lies as 
silent as stone; as for the odorous carcasses on 
the street corners, there are none to gather 
them in and lift them up. Woe unto us! for 
we have been robbed; woe unto us! at the 
great and fearful misfortune. The dwellings 
of the sons of Jacob have been demolished, 
totally demolished. The pride of the children 
of Israel has been cut off. Their joy has 
changed into sadness and sighing. In every 
Russian city and in every family, in that land 
of the valley of tears, nothing but the sound of 
complaint and of bitter crying are heard. The 
voice of the exiled and of the refugees, who are 
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dying of hunger and thirst is heard. Only slain 
ones are seen in the land of the Czar, and only 
stabbed ones in the land of Nicholas, and in his 
whole land one hears nothing but the moaning 
of the dying. 

2b. 

The vision of the Russian expulsion like the 
dread of death, who could give a pen picture 
thereof, and who could present it on the limited 
space of a page; there is scarcely streng‘h 
enough left to me to tell and enumerate all the 
murderous acts of the Russians. My heart 
grows faint, my thoughts are confused, and the 
faculty of speech is obstructed. 


yi 


Oh, that someone could remove the dust from 
thine eyes, O Prophet Jeremiah, who bewailed 
our former exile, the destruction of our sanct- 
uary and our kingdom! Oh, that someone 
could remove the dust from thine eyes! Thou 
wouldst behold the disaster of our people, thou 
wouldst then bewail and shed thy warm tears, 
thou wouldst doubly bewail the disaster of the 
children of Israel in the cursed land of Russia, 
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the wicked, and on her rule that consumeth the 
Jewish inhabitants. Thou wouldst see with 
thine own eyes, O seer, wailing and confusion, 
gangs of robbers, the cruel oppressors who have ~ 
fallen over Jewish homes and over Jewish 
streets. The voice of a chieftain’s command 
in the name of the Czar, they had to leave be- 
hind all wealth and the property they had ac- 
quired during a lifetime or had inherited from 
their forefathers, for which they had toiled with 
the sweat of their brows. All their possessions 
remained in strange hands. Not to leave any 
living soul, nor any in whom there is the breath 
of life, not to give time to wait to look for the 
children, such was the command. 


28. 

Alas! for the day of wrath and trouble! 
Whether one ascended to the heights of heaven, 
or sought refuge in a grave, he could not es- 
cape the Cossacks who were roaring like lions, 
like demons and destructive elements, messen- 
gers of devastation, shouting “Hasten, aged 
Hebrews; up, flee from here lest ye be destroyed, 
and right here ye shall find your graves.” 
“Flee ye cursed Jews, the enemies of Russia, 
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and the friends of Germany. Move away, 
hence, you enemies of our country, ye have de- 
vastated our dominion.” 


29. 


Alas! Sadness and regret, at the time when 
they saw death before their eyes, women were 
looking for their children, the husband looking 
for his wife, a man for his friend. This one 
crying, “Where is my wife, where is my child? 
Where are ye, my beloved ones?” Yet a short 
while and they have lost sight of each other. 
That one cries bitterly with his faint voice, this 
one is lamenting, that one is moaning, this one 
is entreating the Cossacks, “Wait an instant un- 
til I have taken with me my sons and daugh- 
ters.” But in vain! The wicked ones know no 
mercy. This one calls to God, but no pity and 
kindness is there. Women and young maidens 
faint on the house floor and die, the cry of the 
fatherless children, the lamentation of the aged 
men and women, the sick and the feeble ones, 
all these are heard. There reigns the dread of 
death, and instantly behold armies of a gang 
of robbers and chieftains, task-masters, armed 
soldiers, chase, drive and persecute, shouting 
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“Hasten, gv on,’ and with their weapons do 
they strike the heads of the unfortunate exiles. 
And thus, are they driven like a flock of terri- 
fied sheep. 


30. 


Alas! for you, ye sighing families! Strayed 
lambs fleeing in herds, escaping from the de- 
vouring swords and the infernal servants of 
the Czar, are still pouring oil on the burning 
fire, and exclaim, “Death to the Jews. Ye are 
spies for our German enemies and adversaries.” 
Suddenly Israelitish communities flee in pre- 
cipitation to the railroad stations. They push 
each other, for the messengers of death press 
on. This one rises, another falls. There is 
darkness and the shadow of death. The con- 
gregation of Jeshurun is forcibly expelled to go 
and wander into exile, into exile. 


ol. 


In that deplorable condition they are all 
driven to the railroad station; there, so many 
cars standing by the hundreds and waiting for 
them. Therein they are placed and therein they 
are to find their sepulchral houses. And thus 
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are they driven and forced into those infernal 
enclosures: old and young, women and children, 
the healthy and the sick, as a cage full of fowl, 
or men herded like a flock of sheep. There the 
blind, the lame, the pregnant and the one to 
give birth, all together, and there they are to 
shed their tears, weeping and bitterly bewail- 
ing, deploring the fearful misfortune cf their 
exile, their young men that fell by the sword 
and their children that are no more and do not 
know where they were left. Suddenly the cars 
are opened, exhausted crowds are driven like 
cattle and locked in. The trains begin to move. 


32. 

Whither are they going? Where shall be 
their stopping? Where shall they arrive? God 
only knows! And when the train reaches the 
second station, the exiled look through the 
cracks of the boards and they are revived. 
They see a crowd of their brethren who are 
waiting for the exiles and who have brought 
bread and water and milk to offer them, to re- 
fresh them and their little children to still their 
hunger and thirst, but in vain. The train is still 
at the station. All at once a fresh out-burst of 
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wailing is heard, weeping and lamentation, 
these and the others cry out, for the cruel offi- 
ces do not allow their brethren to approach 
the cars or to give them any food, water and 
milk. The children beg for bread, and there is 
none to give them. The bell rings, the whistle 
blows, the cars of the train begin to move; the 
locomotive throws forth dense pillars of smoke, 
the wheels turn, the cars rattle and the noise 
of the unhappy passengers is drowned in the 
noise of the wheels of the train. 


33. 


And it happened when the train is moving 
with the exiled Jews, who are traveling in 
extreme destitution, standing, crowded to 
gether, with tears on their cheeks, with achins 
hearts, and with darkness in their eyes, sud 
denly a fearful tragedy presents itself before 
their eyes, in the car in which they are travel 
ing: A woman in delicate state about to give 
birth to a child, is seized with pains, she fall: 
to the floor of the car, there isn’t any couch 01 
blanket where she could lay her weary head 
she feels the pangs of childbirth, together with 
the dread of death, she thus fell on the floor of! 
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the car among men and young, she cried, but 
there was none to help her. There was no mid- 
wife, no medicine, no physician. At her an- 
euished cry, every heart is sore and the hair 
stands on end. The train moves meanwhile. 
The woman gradually faints away and finally 
dies with childbirth, and thus the wailing of 
the exiles begins anew! When the train reaches 
the station, the cruel servants of the Czar did 
not allow the exiles to touch the dead woman 
and to bury her properly, but dragged her and 
threw her into one of the pits without grave or 
shroud. 


oA. 


Let it be written as a remembrance to the 
disgrace of the Russian people, and to the 
shame of the Czar’s dominion. The oppressor 
of the children of Judah! Let it be written 
with tears and with the blood of the atrocities 
of Nicholas the second, the enemy of the Jews. 
Let it be written for an eternal remembrance 
of the machinations of the descendants of the 
Romanoffs and the evil deeds of the scion of 
“Tvan the Terrible.” 


And it happened that the Czar destroyed the 
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cities of the children of Judah, and when the 
dwellings of the Israelites burnt down, and all 
their wealth fell a prey to the flames, and thou- 
sands of Israelites went into captivity. Nicho- 
las “The chieftain of the demons” has con- 
sumed Jacob, and devastated his dwellings to 
their foundations. Oh! Russia, may the Lord, 
our God, pay to you your due punishment, as 
vou have dealt with the people of the God of 
Abraham. 


Oh, Lord of Hosts, merciful God, exercise 
Thy compassion over Thine own handiwork, 
Thy people who are now engulfed by the surg- 
ing rivers of blood—in the war-ridden lands of 
urope. Do Thou command the Powers of the 
world to cease their bloody warfare and strife, 
ind to restore peace among men. Bless us 
with peace, Oh Lord, for Thou art the King of 
Peace. 
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